224                       ISLAND OF BALI

ing from old reports, it seems that there are more performances,
the shows are more elaborate and varied, and their are many new
styles besides that of the jealously preserved classic theatre.
There is hardly a village that does not have some sort of dancing
organization, and even the fact that the old custom of exempting
actors and musicians from payment of taxes has been abolished
by the Government has not diminished interest in dancing and
acting. There is not even the incentive of commercial gain for
the individual; the small amounts received at private festivals go
to the society's fund for new costumes, new instruments, and the
communal feasts.

THE   LEGONG

As the archetype of the delicate and feminine, the legong is the
finest of Balinese dances. Connoisseurs discuss the comparative
excellence of various legongs as intensely as we discuss our danc-
ers, and I have heard solemn arguments among princes as to
whether the group of Bedulu was finer than that of Saba, or the
school of Sukawati superior to that of Badung.

The legong is performed at feasts, generally in the late after-
noon when the heat of the day has subsided. At the first rumour
that there is going to be a legong in the central square or, if it is
at a private feast, in the middle of the street, the crowd begins to
gather. Women and children come first to secure the best places,
crowding around a long, rectangular space left free for the dance.
The dancing-space is often decorated with a canopy of palm-leaf
streamers or shaded by an awning of black, red, and white cloth,
the tail of one of the giant kites. On one end of the " stage " the
orchestra entertains the gradually growing crowd with preludes
until it is time for the show to begin.

Three little dancers, with an air of infinite boredom, sit on
mats in front of the orchestra. They are dressed from head to
foot in silk overlaid with glittering goldleaf and on their heads
they wear great helmets of gold ornamented with rows of fresh
frangipani blossoms. Enormous ear-plugs of gold, an inch in